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Em’kal Eyongakpa 
negotiations  
chapter 1-i, Dualaland - Paris  
 
Exhibition from May 22  to July 26, 2015  
Opening reception on May 21, from 6 to 9 pm

Em’ kal Eyongakpa approaches the experienced, the unknown as well as collective histories, through a 
ritual use of repetitions and transformation. He works with photography, video, sculpture, text, sound and 
performance. His residence at Kadist draws from a sonic experience during one of his Paris visits, in  May 
2013:  
 «Walking  pass  a street in the neighborhood of Château Rouge, street vendors negotiating  with their clients 
left me with a feeling of displacement and nostalgia—a sense of familiar sounds struggling in a Parisian 
architectural setting. The rhythmic currency, negotiation codes to product names, all perculiar to open 
markets public spaces across central and west Africa and the nuances inbetween.» 

« Fumbua ! carton à 10 euros, 
bobolo ! 3 pour 2 euros, 
Safou, 8 à 5 euros, ceintures, arachide frais.... »

For his experiment; negotiations, chapter I-i, Em’kal Eyongakpa composes a fragmented narrative from 
sounds recorded in Paris and Douala, in selected informal market settings, transport routes with excerpts 
from natural soundscapes or spaces where the objects of these negotiations are extracted. 
In these spaces of negotiations,  identities are in constant mutation as the ancient confronts set urban codes. 
The dynamics of these spaces usually tend to mirror « maximalist» urban variants of  ethnic music;  like 
Bikutsi in Cameroun, Congotronics in RDC or even Juju in Nigeria.

In negotiations, chapter I-i, the artist plays with undertones of negotiations and creolization of these highly 
political spaces. 
He attempts  a dialogue between  the  intense anthrophony of these spaces in and with a «white cube».
« How could one capture the beautiful essence or energies of these spaces of constant negotiations without 
over-altering the « maximalist » nature of the loud and seemingly chaotic environments. »
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About the artist

Em’kal Eyongakpa (b.1981, Cameroon) lives and works between Yaoundé, Cameroon and  
Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
Drawing on dreams and observations, he approaches the experienced, the unknown as well as  
collective histories through a ritual use of repetition and transformation. He works with photography, 
video, sculpture, text, sound and performance. His interwoven installations not only obscure the boundaries 
between employed media but could also distort the notion of the real and the illusory. He has exhibited at 
Saavy contemporary and NBK, Berlin (2014), Sesc_Videobrasil, Sao Paulo (2013), Whitworth Art Gallery, 
Manchester (2012), 10th Dak’art biennale, Dakar (2012), IFC yaounde, (2012), Doual’art, Douala (2011) 
among others. From 2013-2014, he was a resident artist at the Rijksakademie Van Beeldende Kunsten, 
Amsterdam. He is currently in residency at Kadist Art Foundation, Paris where he will have a solo exhibition 
from May to July 2015.

https://emkaleyongakpa.wordpress.com/

Kadist Art Foundation is a non-profit organization that encourages the contribu-
tion of the arts to society. It conducts programs primarily with artists represented 
in its collection to promote their role as cultural agents. Kadist’s collections and 
productions reflect the global scope of contemporary art, and its programs deve-
lop collaborations between Kadist’s local contexts (Paris, San Francisco) and 
artists, curators and art institutions worldwide.

CONTACT:

Léna Monnier
lena.monnier@kadist.org 
01 42 51 83 49

OPENING HOURS :

From Thursday to Sunday
from 2 to 7 pm
or by appointment
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Image available

Untitled, 2015
photograph
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Recently published

BE-side(s) work  
Em’kal Eyongakpa, friends and traces,  2014-2009
Published in November 2014, The publication «Be-side(s) works» is an archive within an artwork. A 
world which covers parameters of coded-languages, rituals and mundane routines–unified in a world 
that is (un)known to our imaginations.

http://www.boiteonline.org/BE-side-s-work
 
Event at Kadist on April 24, 2015, related to the publication:
The artist Em’kal Eyongakpa and curator Amal Alhaag invite the audience to experience three different 
world propositions offered within the domain of the publication Be-side(s) work.
The evening interweaves themes of referential politics, creolization, ambiguous love, and imaginative 
ways of archiving art practices/thoughts in the digital age. But also explores how realities and multi-
tudes of narratives offered within the artist publication challenge the notion of a single reading of art 
practices in an African or globalized context.
In what ways can we rethink the archive to include other thought systems?



Full Moons Later / Letters from Etokobarek, 2014
installation  
Rijksakademie Van Beeldende Kunsten, Amsterdam

Portfolio (selection)
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Full Moons Later / Letters from Etokobarek, 2014
installation  
Rijksakademie Van Beeldende Kunsten, Amsterdam
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Full Moons Later / Letters from Etokobarek, 2014
photograph extract from the installation



Untitled 1 (naked routes), 2011-2013
photograph black & white 

Chronicles of Khalia, 2011
video, 1’59, loop
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Work 2, [in]security 1, 2011
installation
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CFI’, 2010 
video installation, 1’1,  loop



She moves, 2012 
photography, 13 x 20 cm (x 16)
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Simulation I, She moves, 2012 
mixed media installation

Breathe II, 2013 
mixed media installation
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