
«KADIST – KUNSTHALLE ZÜRICH PRODUCTION AWARD 2015»  
GOES TO ZURICHER ARTISTS FLAVIO MERLO & BEN ROSENTHAL 
 
The Kadist Art Foundation and Kunsthalle Zürich are pleased to announce 
Flavio Merlo and Ben Rosenthal as the recipients of the jointly launched 
award for the realisation of a new project by young Swiss artists. 
 
The «Kadist – Kunsthalle Zürich Production Award» is being granted for the third time. 
Looking for proposals for a not yet realised work by young Swiss artists to be produced 
and presented in 2015, the jury shortlisted four projects. Among these, the jury awarded 
for the first time a collaborative proposal: Flavio Merlo and Ben Rosenthal will write, 
craft, premiere, and design an experimental hand puppet play. 
 
Flavio Merlo (*1990 in Zug) studied art history at Zurich University, and art at the 
Zurich University of the Arts. He works mainly in sculpture, performance and music, 
whilst mostly fusing stage-like installation and larger spatial environments. Small-scale 
sculptural pieces often bear resemblance to organic props in a broader play of subversive 
urgency. Collaborative practise is another crucial ingredient to his work, for example 
with Stefan Tcherpnin, Emmanuel Rossetti, and	  Tobias Madison. Merlo’s work was most re-
cently presented at The Power Station, Dallas (2013), Supportico Lopez, Berlin (2013), 
Marbriers 4, Geneva (2014), and at Basel Art Book Fair (2014).  
 
Ben Rosenthal (*1990 in Zurich) also studied art at Zurich University of the Arts, and 
since 2014 at California Institute of the Arts. Through a practise of writing – a novel 
(A Perfect Lover Is The Angel I Wanna Be, 2012/13), poems, and performances – he gener-
ates intimate and/or collective social situations, which transpose poetics into spatial 
contexts. Like in his recent two-day project Chora - an event around writing at the Ge-
neva project space Forde (together with Géraldine Beck) the constellations he creates are 
fundamentally based on collaborations with other artists. Anthropomorphic sculptural 
works provide Rosenthal with a further field of experimentation with the monstrosities of 
feeling, imagination, and politics. 
 
Together, Flavio Merlo and Ben Rosenthal will use the 10.000 Euro of the «Kadist – 
Kunsthalle Zürich Production Award 2015» for the realisation of a new hand puppet play. 
This genre unites the artists’ shared interest in inscriptions of corporeality, the ambi-
guity of immediacy and mediation, an undermining of codes of communication, and a spe-
cific use of fictional means: “Extending one’s own body to give way for a new lifeform 
emerging which is at the same time connected and disconnected from oneself, puppeteering 
poses the question of materializing oneself as the other.” 
 
The two artists will create the puppet play in its entirety: from script writing to the 
design of the puppets, stage, and props to the final premiere. This process of produc-
tions and presentation will be guided by their specific artistic focus on the translation 
of sculptural objects, audio-visual narration, and live events into means of documenta-
tion such as a planned publication and video work. 
 
«Kadist – Kunsthalle Zürich Production Award 2015» Nominators and jurors 2015: 
Beatrix Ruf % Daniel Baumann, Kunsthalle Zürich 
Fredi Fischli & Niels Olsen, Co-Directors Exhibition-Department at ETH Zürich 
Simon Maurer & Daniel Morgenthaler, Helmhaus Zürich 
Mai-Thu Perret, Artist 
Sandra Terdjman, Kadist Art Foundation 
 

 
Flavio Merlo: Untitled, 2014. Courtesy; the artist. 
 



«Kadist – Kunsthalle Zürich Production Award 2014» 
The recipient of the current award is Asia Andrzejka Naveen (LINK). She will present her projects Sukzessive 
Monogamie and Kolloquium together with special guests during three subsequent evenings at Kunsthalle Zurich on 
December 4, 5 and 6, 2014. 
 
 
Die Kunsthalle Zürich is regularly supported by:  
Stadt Zürich Kultur, Kanton Zürich Fachstelle Kultur, Zürcher Kantonalbank – Partnerin der Kunsthalle Zürich, 
LUMA Stiftung 
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