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Fiamma Montezemolo, The Three Ecologies, (Detail View at Magazzino, Rome), 2015. Courtesy the artist and 
Magazzino Gallery, Rome. 
 
 
Fiamma Montezemolo: The Secret 
 
Opening Reception: Wednesday, September 21, 6-9pm 
Dates: September 21 – October 1, 2016 
Gallery hours: Wednesdays – Saturdays 2-7pm, or by appointment 
 
In collaboration with the San Francisco Italian Institute of Culture (IIC), Kadist is pleased 
to present The Secret, a solo exhibition by Fiamma Montezemolo.  The exhibition consists 
of two installations that straddle the interstices between art, anthropology, ethnography, the 
self, and the other. Guided by different senses, The Secret’s audience is invited to forge 
their own pathway through the installations to seek out meaning, replicating a journey from 
Jorge Luis Borges’ short story “The Ethnographer.” 
 
One direction leads to cacti with sharp spines emerging from a large Kilim rug, resting on 
fragrant pieces of mulch filling the room. Through the construction of a physical space that  
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appears welcoming but is substantially dangerous, The Three Ecologies represent three 
distinct spatial layers: the natural indicated by cactus and tree bark; the social designated by 
the rug as a traditional site of meeting and prayer; and the symbolic space of the art gallery, 
a site for questioning representation, activated by the presence of the viewer. The work’s 
title refers to the text of the same name by Felix Guattari on the fleeting coexistence of a 
social, environmental, and psychological ecologies. 
 
The other direction takes us to Neon Afterwords, a physical journey to the interior of select 
fragments from Borges’ narrative. Enticing the eye with a cool blue glow, Montezemolo 
literally immerses the viewer in between excerpted words and sentences from the story. 
Illuminated in neon and suspended in the air, the scale of the text fragments has a dreamlike 
monumentality. Placed out of order and at various heights, the construction of one meaning 
is possible, but it is also multiple, contradictory and necessarily incomplete. 
 
The artist, born in Italy but since 2002 relocated between Mexico and the United States, is 
immersed in research in and about another territory; here she is unable or unwilling to 
reveal the secret of her experiences, except by inviting us to enter into the same process of 
questioning she confronts as an artist and anthropologist. Ultimately it is Borges’ 
protagonist who reminds us “the secret is not as important as the paths that led me to it. 
Each person has to walk those paths himself." 
 
This exhibition is co-curated by Marina Pugliese and is the third in The Secret is the third 
and final installment of Mapping the City, a project of the IIC with the goal of furthering 
exchanges between Italy and the Bay Area in the field of Visual Arts. 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 

Fiamma Montezemolo is both an artist (MFA, San Francisco Art Institute) and a Cultural 
Anthropologist (Ph.D, University Orientale of Naples). She is an established scholar in 
border studies and an Associate Professor in the Department of Cinema & Digital Media at 
the University of California, Davis. She is the author of ‘La mia storia non la tua: la 
dinamica della costruzione dell’identita’ chicana tra etero e auto rappresentazioni’ (Guerini, 
2004) and ‘Senza volto: L’etnicità e il genere nel Movimento Zapatista’ (Liguori, 1999). 
She is also a co-author of ‘Here is Tijuana’ (Blackdog Publishing, 2006) and co-editor of 
‘Tijuana Dreaming: Life & Art at the Global border’ (Duke UP, 2012). As an artist she 
situates her work as a critical extension of the ethnographic turn in contemporary art. She 
works with various media, including installation, video, digital photography, archives, 
cartography and ethnography. Her artwork has been widely exhibited both nationally and 
internationally. She is represented by the Magazzino gallery in Rome. 
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ABOUT KADIST: 
 
Kadist is a non-profit arts organization that believes the arts make a fundamental 
contribution to a progressive society. Its programs actively encourage the engagement of 
artists, often represented in its collection, with the important issues of today to promote 
their role as cultural agents. Kadist's collections and productions reflect the global scope of 
contemporary art, and its programs develop collaborations with artists, curators and many 
art organizations around the world. Local programs in Kadist's hubs of Paris and San 
Francisco, including exhibitions, public events, residencies, and educational initiatives, aim 
at creating vibrant conversations about contemporary art and ideas. 
 
ABOUT THE ITALIAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE: 
 
Founded in 1978, the Italian Cultural Institute (Istituto Italiano di Cultura, or IIC) in San 
Francisco is an official branch of the Italian government, dedicated to the promotion of 
the Italian language and culture in the United States through the organization of cultural 
events. Central to the Istituto's mission is a constant effort to encourage the understanding 
and enjoyment of Italian culture by the diverse audiences present in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and the Istituto's greater geographical jurisdiction. The development of academic 
exchanges, the organization and support of visual arts exhibitions, the provision of aid to 
the translation and publication of Italian books, the promotion of Italian studies, and 
cooperation with local institutions in the organization of various events that aim at a better 
understanding and appreciation of Italian arts are but a few examples of the Istituto's 
initiatives. 
 
 
Kadist contact: 
Heidi Rabben 
Curator, Events and Exhibitions 
heidi@kadist.org 
(415) 738-8668 
 
IIC contact: 
iicsanfrancisco@esteri.it 
(415) 788-7142 


