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Kadist Art Foundation is glad to present Danh Vo’s first solo exhibition in France, entitled « Les fleurs d’in-
térieur » and opening on Saturday, May 30, 2009.

As a structure, Kadist tries to combine as much as possible its different activities —collecting and exhibiting 
artworks and accompanying residents in their projects— in order to enable a long-lasting collaboration with 
artists. The choice of inviting Danish artist Danh Vo for a residency of five months in Paris was motivated by a 
curiosity going beyond a simple interest in his work, namely the will to get an insight of his creative process. 

In his work, Danh Vo has been exploring in different ways the culture and history of his original homeland, 
Vietnam, which has lead him several times to traces of France’s intervention in the country’s colonial history. 
The residency at Kadist thus allowed Danh Vo to investigate further some leads, for instance: the signature 
of the Peace Treaty with the USA at Hotel Majestic in Paris in 1973, and botanical species brought back by 
French missionaries who had traveled to Vietnam and Asia in the 19th century and the first half of the 20th 
century. 
The residency was a time of extensive research in archives, looking for original treaties, botanical drawings 
and especially going through the Missions Etrangères’ archive, documenting the missionaries presence in 
the colonies and the samples, documents, and artifacts they brought back. This investigation was rapidly 
digested and gave simultaneously birth to a selection and arrangement of elements, taking into account the 
specificity of Kadist’s exhibition space.

The exhibition presented at Kadist Art Foundation thus presents artworks, artifacts, objects, and documents, 
which were produced or assembled during Danh Vo’s stay in Paris, and that are destined to circulate in other 
ways and places in the close future.

Biography 

Born in 1975, Danh Vo is a Danish artist with Vietnamese origins. He lives and works in Berlin.
His work has been shown in several solo exhibitions, including at the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam in 2008 and is 

to be presented at Kunsthalle Basel in June, as well as at Hamburger Bahnhof in September 2009.
Danh Vo is represented by the galleries Isabella Bortolozzi in Berlin, Daniel Buchholz in Cologne and ZERO… in Milan.

All that is not Paris being equal in my eyes, I often 
regret that wars have spared it, that it has not perished 
like so many others. Destroyed, it would have rid me 
of the happiness of living here, I could have spent my 
days elsewhere, at the ends of the earth. I shall never 
forgive Paris for having bound me to space, for making 
me from somewhere. 

from «Letter to a Faraway Friend», 1957
by E.M. Cioran  

PRESS RELEASE
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                  Buenos Aires, April 3rd 2009

To whom it may concern,

Some years ago, I was looking at some old newspapers and found among them ‘The New York Times’ from January 
28, 1973. On the front page was written in large letters ‘Vietnam peace pacts signed’. And beneath the headline was 
a photo of the ballroom of the former Hotel Majestic, Paris. In the photo there were people sitting in a circle, like in an 
arena, discussing the future of Vietnam. Above the arena, the chandeliers of the ballroom were hanging and lightning 
up the negotiation table.

As a Vietnamese born in 1975, the year of the Fall of Saigon, I have never had firsthand experiences of the war but 
have been raised in the aftermath of the geopolitical conflict. In 1979 my family decided to escape from Vietnam by 
boat; and we were among the lucky ones to survive the trip and to receive asylum in the West.

In my practice as an artist I try to research into and work with these historical events in order to understand the cir-
cumstances that have shaped my life.

Some months ago, I heard about the selling and the planned reconstruction of the building of the former Hotel Majes-
tic, and I became very interested in looking into possibilities of exhibiting these chandeliers during the renovation of 
the building or acquiring them if possible. My interest for exhibiting these chandeliers is to show them as mute witnes-
ses of an event that was ending the American involvement in the war, the war which at first was initiated by the Ame-
ricans, but wasn’t yet over by the time the peace pacts were signed in Paris. The chandeliers are mute witnesses of 
the beginning of a tragedy that affected millions of lives all over South East Asia, and affected my personal story.

I hope for your support and collaboration to make this exhibition idea come true.

Sincerely yours,

Danh Vo
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Selection of works

Danh Vo

Oma Totem
2009

sculpture
objects from the artist’s grandmother Nguyen Thi Ty, 

received from  
The Immigrant Relief Program and The Catholic 

Church on arriving in  
Germany:

- 1 Phillips 26 inch TV
- 1 Gorenje washing machine

- 1 Bomann refrigerator
- 1 wooden crucifix

- 1 Nguyen Thi Ty’s personalized entrance card for a 
casino

60 x 60 x 220 cm

installation view at ZERO..., Milano
courtesy of the artist, ZERO…, Milano 
and Isabella Bortolozzi Galerie, Berlin

photo credits: Jacopo Menzani
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Danh Vo

She was more like a beauty queen
from a movie scene

2009
Mixed media

96,5 x 54,5 cm

courtesy of the artist 
and Galerie Chantal Croussel, Paris

Danh Vo

Good Life
(detail)
2007

Installation, 4 vitrines

collection Kadist Art Foundation, Paris
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Working document

Clematis armandii

Species brought back to France by the 
missionaries.
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Working document

Chandeliers of the Hotel Majestic

Signature of peace treaty ending the 
Vietnam war 

in the main conference room of
the International Conference Centre 

in Paris, the former
Hotel Majestic, on March 2, 1973
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Upcoming program

Events:

«Clifford Irving Show» : one-night-only variety show Thursday, June 18, 2009 at 7:30pm at Ciné 13 (with re-
servation only). Organized by Kadist Art Foundation (www.kadist.org), the invention of more (www.rye.tw), objectif 
Exhibitions, Anvers (www.objectif-exhibitions.org).
Attended by: Ayreen Anastas, Goda Budvytyte, Geoffrey Carey, Alex Cecchetti, Gintaras Didžiapetris, Mai Abu 
Eldahab, Aurélien Froment, Rene Gabri, Dora Garcia, Mark Geffriaud, Morten Norbye Halvorsen, William Holden, Will 
Holder, Gabriel Lester, Nicholas Matranga & Francesca Bennett, Alaine Rondest, Benoit Rosemont, Ellen LeBlond 
Schrader, Benjamin Seror.

Kadist Art Foundation will participate in the project «NO SOUL FOR SALE» organized by X Initiative in New 
York from June 22 to 28, 2009, by presenting works from the collection.

Next exhibitions:

Exhibition of the collection
curator: Jeremy Lewison, member of Kadist Art Foundation’s committee
September 11 - early November, 2009

«This is not a game»
a project by Jennifer Teets, curator in residency. 
December 3, 2009 - February 7, 2010.

Next residencies:

Following a short residency at Kadist Art Foundation end of 2008, Maria Fusco, art critic and writer based in Lon-
don, will come for a second residency and finalize her research related to a survey of independant publishing practices 
in France. Maria Fusco will organize a workshop with students on July 2, 2009.

Jennifer Teets will be the next curator in residency in Paris from September to December 2009.
Born in 1978 in Houston, Texas (USA), Jennifer Teets is an independant curator based in New York.
From 2003 to 2007, she served as Curator of Contemporary Art at the Sala de Arte Público Siqueiros in Mexico 
City. In 2009–2010 she is the artistic director of YAMA under the title of “Assemble of Foules”.

Next artists in residency in San Francisco from January to May 2010, Patrick Bernier and Olive Martin (born in 
1971 and 1972) have collaborated for several years and developed a multidisciplinary work combining writing, film, 
photography and performance. Their residency will result in a collaboration with Yerba Buena Center For The Arts.
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Kadist Art Foundation

Kadist Art Foundation is a private foundation initiated in 2001. It is dedicated to promoting contem-
porary art through the constitution of an art collection and the organization of exhibitions and re-
sidencies in its space in Paris. Kadist’s intention is to be actively involved in the promotion and 
international dimension of contemporary art.

The collection brings together international artists and contemporary works of all mediums. It is the 
seminal point of involvement with artists that can thereafter expand to a residency and exhibition 
project.

The residencies are open to international artists and curators, invited to spend four to six months in 
Paris leading to an exhibition project at the Foundation. A flat, a workshop place and an allowance 
are provided to the resident by the Foundation.

By means of these various programs, Kadist manifests its support to a group of artists who define 
together its artistic identity.


