
Nicolás Paris 
“room for us” 
September 28 - December 08, 2013

During his residency at Kadist Art Foundation, 
Nicolás Paris combines the research and 
learning processes with the physicality of the 
exhibition format. Inspired by the so-called 
“Garage Universities1”, the artist designed 
a modular architecture that transforms 
the Foundation into a temporary classroom. 
Within this structure, a series of workshops 
and events bring together a wide range of 
participants across many disciplines, seeking 
to redefine the functions traditionally 
fulfilled by an art institution. Unlike a 
“Garage University”, where the curriculum is 
motivated by professional opportunities, the 
project by Nicolás Paris is led by a loose 
association of ideas. 

1 Garage Universities, developed in Latin America 
due to a lack of accessible public or private 
universities, are informal places dedicated to every 
kind of theoretical or practical learning.

------------

Kadist Art Foundation encourages the 
contribution of the arts to society, 
conducting programs primarily with artists 
represented in its collection to promote their 
role as cultural agents. Kadist’s collections 
and productions reflect the global scope of 
contemporary art, and its programs develop 
collaborations between Kadist’s local contexts 
(Paris, San Francisco) and artists, curators 
and art institutions worldwide.



WORKSHOPS:

By bringing together his artistic 
background, his architectural education 
and his working experience as a 
schoolteacher and baker, Nicolás Paris 
tries to encourage the unforeseen 
nature of encounters and to share 
knowledge equally. 

Bakery

Having experienced the practice of 
bread making as a way to give shape 
to ideas, Paris collaborates with the 
baker of Le Grenier à Pain, located 
at rue des Abbesses in Paris 18e, to 
create a recipe for an original type of 
bread. Interested in the pedagogical 
structure of apprenticeship, Paris 
wishes to be exposed to this creative 
process in exchange for his own labor.

October – November 

Schools

With the help of a team of 
schoolteachers, Paris selects some of 
his own drawing exercises and work 
methods for primary school pupils who, 
in exchange, teach him French. The 
dialogue between the verbal and visual 
languages proposes drawing as a tool 
for communication and understanding.  

3 sessions in the classroom 
1 session in the Kadist space in 
November 

The Grid # 1

In this workshop, Nicolás Paris, 
in collaboration with architect 
Max Turnheim, invite a group of 
architecture and landscape students 
to think about new potential 
relationships that could be generated 
inside and outside the exhibition 
space to transform its everyday 
use. The workshop encourages the 
participants to use space as a tool to 
transform perception. 

4 days 
From Wednesday, October 9 to Saturday, 
October 12, 3pm - 6pm
Registration required 

The Grid # 2

In this workshop, Nicolás Paris 
invites students from Fine Art Schools 
to experiment with alternative ways 
of thinking and working. Via drawing 
exercises based on visual metaphors, 
the group will collectively define a 
new work methodology. 

4 sessions 
From November 7 to November 28
Every Thursday, 5pm - 7pm
Registration required 
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EVENTS:

Artist Abraham Cruzvillegas presents his work 
manifested as art, but also as pedagogy, art 
history, or self-construction. 
Second week of October

Juan A. Gaitán, writer and curator, analyses 
how viewers’ roles and attitudes have changed 
in the contemporary art sphere, in interaction 
with the global economic structure.
Saturday, November 16 at 6pm

Juana Berrío is a curator and a writer who 
will follow the process of «room for us» 
in order to identify particular concepts 
addressed during the discursive events and 
series of workshops to create an index for the 
project.
During October

Nicolás Paris will work with the students of 
the seminar of Matteo Lucchetti at Piet Zwart 
Institute (Rotterdam).
October 14, 15
November 25, 26, 27

INSTALLATION:

Interested in creating collective spaces of 
exchange that may generate different types 
of aesthetic and social experiences, Nicolás 
Paris defines the exhibition within a “folding 
architecture.” This space, which is meant 
to fold and unfold like a sheet of paper 
capable of taking different forms, will be 
used for hosting the workshops, as well as 
for displaying the diagrams, drawings and 
sculptures which result from the events.

Following the workshops and events, the artist 
will rearrange and reinstall some of the 
elements displayed in the exhibition space. 
With this, Paris aims to replicate and echo 
the flow of ideas that will be continuously 
taking place during the different time frames 
of the activities.

Kadist Art Foundation and Nicolás Paris wish to thank 
all the participants and collaborators and:

Djibril Bodian (Le Grenier à Pain), Rachel Renier, 
Palmyre Crombez, Audrey Bourlet de la Vallée, Claire 
Benveniste, Hélène Coubeau (École polyvalente 
Emile Bollaert), Véronique Follet (École nationale 
supérieure d’arts de Cergy-Pontoise), Juan David Díez 
(taller estándar), Galeria Luisa Strina, São Paulo, 
Vivian Sky Rehberg, Matteo Lucchetti (Piet Zwart 
Institute, Rotterdam).

With the support of:

Opening Hours:
From Thursday to Sunday  
from 2pm to 7pm 
or by appointement
Closed on November 1st

Kadist Art Foundation
19bis/21 rue des Trois Frères 
75018 PARIS 
+33 1 42 51 83 49
contact@kadist.org
www.kadist.org


