
A two-day event that conjures a multitude of 
 super heroes and superpowers from across different 
landscapes,  geographies and imaginations. Artists, 
 curators,  writers, designers, and superheroes convene 
to explore new  morphologies of power and agency 
in the 21st  century. This event is conceived by  curator/
researcher Sabih  Ahmed and artist Taus  Makhacheva, 
and produced by KADIST in collaboration with 
 ‘Cosmopolis #2: rethinking the human’.

Faiza Ahmad Khan, filmmaker and  researcher based 
in India and the United Kingdom; 
Sabih Ahmed,  curator and  researcher based in  India; 
Zaal Androni kashvili, literary scholar  based in  Germany 
and Georgia;  
Sybil  Collas, narrative  designer based in France; 
Leone Contini,  artist based in  Italy; 
Sohrab Kashani,  artist based in Iran; 
Lav Kontinović, super hero based in former Yugoslavia 
and Italy; 
Taus  Makhacheva, artist based in Russia; 
Raqs Media Collective, artists collective represented 
by  Shuddhabrata  Sengupta, based in India; 
Super Sohrab, super hero based in Iran; 
Super Taus, super hero based in Dagestan;  
Jennifer Teets, writer and curator based in France;
Deepak Unnikrishnan,  writer based in the United 
Arab Emirates and the United States;  
Lantian Xie, artist based in the United Arab Emirates.

(EN)

Friday 
Nov. 15th 
2 pm – 7:30 pm

The Superhero Summit Saturday 
Nov. 16th 
11 am – 7 pm

www.kadist.org 
21 rue des Trois Frères
75018 Paris

Produced by KADIST in the 
framework of the  exhibition 
Superhero Sighting 
 Society (September 28 to 
December 22, 2019).

This event will be held 
in English.



Friday 
Nov. 15th 
2 pm – 7:30 pm

Saturday 
Nov. 16th 
11 am – 7 pm

2 pm to 5 pm
Superhero Appearances

Super Taus, Untitled (Quick Fix), life-affirming practice, 2019
If you’ve ever dreamt of winning something but never quite 

made it, Super Taus can actualize the recognition of your 
achievements by putting your name and any competition you 
want on the trophy of your choice. Give a quick fix to your 
past! This appearance is accompanied by an  installation 
featuring past heroic feats of Super Taus.
Untitled (Quick Fix) was commissioned by The Armory 

Show, New York, 2019

Super Sohrab, Arm-wrestling, performance, 2019
Super Sohrab arm-wrestles with the visitors and has 

one-on-one conversations about power, struggle, and love. 
When he is away visitors are welcome to do their own 
arm-wrestling. 

Nissan Patrol, performance, 2019
A Nissan Patrol running 98 octane petrol circles Centre 

Georges Pompidou intermittently throughout the day.

5:15 pm to 5:30 pm
Super Sohrab, Lifting Workshop, performance, 2019
Super Sohrab leads a lifting workshop with a group of 

 participants who responded to an open-call as well as 
 random visitors. Through the workshop, the participants 
will learn about different modes of resistance through 
simple lifting exercises.

6 pm to 7:30 pm 
Faiza Ahmad Khan, Supermen of Malegaon, film screening, 
65 min, 2012
Supermen of Malegaon follows a small group of practitioners, 

deep in India’s hinterland, for whom the fantasy associated 
with film has been the currency of the irrepressible  nature 
of their spirit. Malegaon, tucked away near the heart of 
India geographically, is fraught with communal tension,  under 
severe economic depression, where it houses a tiny film 
industry. Having begun with Indian cinema tributes, 
the  industry now churns out quirky, low-budget, socially 
aware, notoriously funny spoofs. Their ambition has grown, 
they are ready to take on Superman.
We follow them on this journey, at once funny, tragic 

and contemplative, always warm and engaging. As the film 
begins to take shape through schemes, the film is a  tribute 
to that spirit, the spirit that enables the Supermen of 
 Malegaon to make Malegaon’s Superman.

11 am 
Introduction
Emilie Villez, Sabih Ahmed and Taus Makhacheva 

11:15 am
The Submarine Horizons 
of Contemporaneity 
Keynote by Shuddhabrata Sengupta from Raqs  Media 
 Collective that invokes the Deep-sea diver and her 
 excursions into distant  futures and the deep present.

12:00 am
The Other Empire
Writer Deepak  Unnikrishnan and literary scholar 
Zaal  Andronikashvilli take us into parallel stories of crowded 
empires where bodies and continents are shape-shifting 
entities, and in which it’s sometimes hard to tell who is the 
hero among the crowd. 
Moderated by Sabih Ahmed.

1 pm [Break]

2:30 pm
Seeing Things, Hearing Things
Performative interventions and speech acts by Super  Sohrab, 
Super Taus and Lav Kontinovic, throwing light on the 
 circumstances in which their superpowers get summoned.

3:30 pm
Heightened States
Lecture performances by Jennifer Teets and  Lantian Xie 
that attempt to amplify the super-conditions and material 
flux of a rapidly transforming world. 
Moderated by Deepak Unnikrishnan.

4:30 pm
Altered Egos
Panel discussion with artists Sohrab  Kashani, 
Taus Makhacheva and Leone Contini. The artists shed 
light on their practices, their superhero alter egos and the 
 background stories of their emergence.
Moderated by Jennifer Teets.

5:45 pm [Break]

6 pm
Rendered Environments
Game narrative designer Sybil Collas offers a glimpse 
into the last two decades of the gaming world and its 
approach to rendering environments, subjectivities, and 
narratologies. In discussion with Sabih Ahmed.



The Superhero Summit 
participants:
Faiza Ahmad Khan
Faiza Ahmad Khan is a filmmaker and researcher in 
Visual Cultures, working in India, London and in between. 
She graduated from and worked at the Centre of Research 
Architecture, Goldsmiths University in 2018. Presently 
she is collaborating on a research project that investigates 
how nature is mobilised to manage the movement of 
 migrants along Europe’s borders.

Sabih Ahmed
Sabih Ahmed is a curator and researcher based in New Delhi. 
From 2009 to 2019 he led Asia Art Archive’s research 
initiatives pertaining to modern and contemporary art 
in India, with digitalisation of artist archives, mapping and 
translation of art writing across multiple languages and 
organization of colloquia and seminars around archiving 
and educational resources. Ahmed is currently among 
the ensemble of curatorial mentors for Five Million Incidents 
(2019–2020) organised by Goethe-Institut, Delhi &  Kolkata, 
conceived by Raqs Media Collective. Ahmed’s curatorial 
work explores modern and contemporary art through diverse 
itineraries, languages, and inter-disciplinary formations.

Zaal Androni kashvili
Zaal Andronikashvili is a research fellow at the Center 
for Literary and Cultural Studies in Berlin and an  Associate 
Professor at the Ilia-State-University, Tbilisi. He also blogs 
about politics and culture in Georgia. He studied History 
and Philology in Tbilisi and Saarbrücken and completed his 
PhD at the University of Göttingen (2005) on Generation 
of Drama Text. Towards the Theory of Plot, Berlin (2008). 
His research interests include the theory of plot, cultural 
semantics of geographical space, the cultural history of 
Georgia, the USSR, the Caucasus and the Black Sea region. 
Relevant Publications: Co-Editor: Kulturheros. Genealogien, 
Konstelationen, Praktiken, Berlin (2018), (Cultural Hero. 
 Genealogies, Constellations, Practicies).

Sybil  Collas
Sybil Collas is a narrative designer, writer and lecturer 
 specialized in works of fiction, whose work ranges across 
video games, advertising, television, and print and web. 
In 2008, she started out as a quality assurance tester for 
Vivendi Mobile, where she worked on video games such 
as Crash Bandicoot Nitrokart 3D and Rayman 3:  Hoodlum 
Havoc before pursuing a course in video game design at 
Supinfogame Rubika. This experience allowed her to  enter 
the video game industry as a producer and designer who 
soon became a narrative designer: a game designer  specialized 
in interactive storytelling and the story of the game as it 
is perceived, lived and invented by the player. As a  freelancer, 
she worked on a large array of titles and worked with 
 development and production studios such as Dontnod 
Entertainment, Ubisoft, Arte, TF1, while being involved 
in the association Women in Games France and working to 
train and bring more women in the video games  industry. 
As a writer, she contributed to several publications, 
Les Nouveaux Robots : Hommage à Asimov (2018), True Trans 
Bike Rebel (2018), Anthologie Geekopolis, saison 3 : Génies 
du mal (2015).
She recently took part in a panel debate organized 

by Game Impact on 28 June 2019 in Paris around the myth 
of the superhero and especially its representation in the 

 video game world. This discussion raised different questions 
such as the influence of fictional avatars in our society and 
especially the roles and responsibilities surrounding the 
creation and myth of superhero figures in interactive media.

Leone Contini
Leone Contini studied philosophy and cultural  anthropology 
at the University of Siena. His research finds its place at 
the intersection between art and ethnography. Leone Contini 
focuses primarily on intercultural conflicts, power dynamics, 
migrations, and diasporas, and how all these phenomena 
influence the anthropological context and the botanical 
landscape in the places where he works. 
His practices include lecture/performances, events in 

public spaces, text and audio-visual narrations, and drawings. 
He has held events and exhibited at IAC, Villeurbanne; 
SAVVY, Berlin; Manifesta 12, Palermo; the MUDEC, Milan; 
the Delfina Foundation, London; the Kunstverein, Amsterdam; 
and the Kunstraum, Munich; among others.

Sohrab Kashani
Sohrab Kashani is an artist and curator based in  Tehran. 
Kashani is the founder and director of Sazmanab, a  non- profit 
art space in Tehran. As an artist his work centers around 
forming and reimagining identities and  examining our notions 
of reality. His collaborative projects often carve  wormholes 
throughout the world and connect people across the globe. 
His recent collaborative project The Other Apartment 

featured a dual site-specific space: Kashani’s apartment in 
Tehran, and an exact replica of that apartment and all of 
its contents at the Mattress Factory Museum in Pittsburgh.
Selected exhibitions include Alter Heroes Coalition,  Mimosa 

House, London (2018); Encyclonospace Iranica, Access 
Gallery, Vancouver (2013); Iran via Video Current, Thomas 
Erben Gallery, New York (2011); Trade Routes, Pi Artworks, 
Istanbul (2011). His work has been covered internationally by 
The Guardian, Reuters, Le Monde, artnet, and more.

Lav Kontinović
Lav Kontinovic comes from a mixed family. He moved to 
 Italy in the early 1990’s. On various occasions, Lav  describes 
himself as an activist, an artist and a conspirator. In the last 
ten years his active presence was reported in eastern 
 Serbia, central and northern Bosnia, the mountain regions 
between Italy and Slovenia, Albania, the Bosphorus and 
rural Sicily. In 2017 he claimed to have represented  Yugoslavia 
(an actual country, according to him) at the Venice Biennale. 
None of his artistic participations have ever been officially 
confirmed.

Taus  Makhacheva
Taus Makhacheva is known predominantly for her 
 performance and video works that critically examine what 
happens when different cultures and traditions come 
into contact with one another. Having grown up in Moscow 
with cultural origins in the Caucasus region of Dagestan, 
her artistic practice is informed by this personal connection 
with the co-existing worlds of pre and post Sovietisation. 
Oftentimes humorous, her works attempt to test the 
 resilience of images, objects and bodies in today’s world. 
Taus Makhacheva graduated with a BA in Fine Art from 
Goldsmiths (2007) and MFA from Royal College of Art (2013). 
Selected exhibitions: Lyon Biennale (2019);  Manifesta 12 

(2018); Liverpool Biennial (2018); Yinchuan Biennale (2018); 
Riga International Biennial of Contemporary Art (2018); 
Venice Biennial (2017); Garage Triennial of Russian Contem-
porary Art, Garage Museum of Contemporary Art,  Moscow 
(2017); Museum ON/OFF, Centre Georges Pompidou, 
Paris ( 2016); Shanghai Biennial (2016); Kyiv Biennial (2015); 
Moscow Biennale (2015 and 2011); Sharjah Biennial (2013). 



The Superhero Summit is 
supported by:
Mobility supported by the 
Asia-Europe Foundation; 
Institut culturel italien 
de Paris; Leibniz-Zentrum 
für Literatur- und Kultur-
forschung, Berlin; Magic 
of Persia, London; narrative 
projects, London.

Special thanks to:
l’Association A.P.S.A.J, 
Yassine Ben Amara, 
Nativité Bley, Ilaria Conti, 
Extramuros L’Association, 
Stéphane Jambon, Noel 
Krikneli, Graciel Louzala, 
Amir Mansouri, Adama Sylla, 
Kathryn Weir.

Taus Makhacheva is represented by narrative projects,  London.

Raqs Media Collective
Raqs Media Collective (Monica Narula, Jeebesh Bagchi 
& Shuddhabrata Sengupta) follows its self-declared imper-
ative of kinetic contemplation to produce a trajectory that 
is restless in its forms and methods, yet concise with the infra 
procedures that it invents. The Collective makes contempo-
rary art, edits books, curates exhibitions, and stages situations. 
It has collaborated with architects, computer  programmers, 
writers, curators, and theatre directors, and has made films. 
It co-founded Sarai, an inter-disciplinary and incubatory 
space at the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, 
Delhi (2001), where it initiated processes that have left deep 
impact on contemporary culture in India.
Exhibitions curated by Raqs include The Rest of Now, 

Manifesta 7, Bolzano (2008); Sarai Reader 09, Gurugram 
(2012–13); INSERT, New Delhi (2014) and Why Not Ask 
Again, Shanghai Biennale (2016-2017). Their work has been 
exhibited at Documenta, the Venice Biennale, Sao Paulo 
Biennale, Manifesta, Istanbul Biennale, Shanghai Biennale, 
Sydney Biennale and Taipei Biennale. Their (un)retrospective 
exhibition Asamayavali/Untimely Calendar was held at the 
National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi (2014–2015). 
Other solo shows at museums include at the Isabella Gard-
ner Museum, Boston (2012); CA2M, Madrid (2014); MUAC, 
Mexico City (2015); Tate Exchange, London (2016); Founda-
cion Proa, Buenos Aires (2015); Laumeier Sculpture Park, St 
Louis (2016) and the Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester 
(2017).

Super Sohrab
Super Sohrab, the alter-ego of artist and curator Sohrab 
Kashani, is a superhero based in Tehran whose attempts to 
fix local and global socio-political problems often result in 
failure. Through the documentation of his failures via text, 
video, and interviews, Super Sohrab addresses problems 
both big and small. Super Sohrab’s practice often  comprises 
performative interventions presented in comics, photographs, 
and videos. 
Selected exhibitions and performances include  Alter 

 Heroes Coalition, Mimosa House, London (2018); Club 29, 
ag  Experiment, Tehran (2018); All Other Passports, New  Media 
Society, Tehran; Encyclonospace Iranica, Access  Gallery, 
Vancouver (2013); Iran via Video Current, Thomas  Erben 
Gallery, New York (2011); Soft City, ALAN Istanbul, 
 Istanbul (2011).

Super Taus
Super Taus lives and works in Tsada Mountain village, having 
graduated from the Department of Philology at the  Dagestan 
Pedagogical State University. She considers her acts as “life 
affirming practices.” Super Taus has been awarded the 
Kandinsky Prize in 2016 as young artist of the year. 
Selected group exhibitions and performances include: 

 Alter Heroes Coalition, Mimosa House, London (2018); 
Supernature in Two Parts, Lisson Gallery, London (2018); 
Cloud Caught on a Mountain, Moscow Museum of  Modern 
Art, Moscow (2017); Second World, Third Attempt, Leo Xu 
Projects, Shanghai (2017); Museum ON / OFF, Centre Georges 
Pompidou, Paris (2016); VII Permanent collection display 
interaction: Contemporary Artists Respond to  MMOMA 
 Collection, MMOMA, Moscow (2016); and Vababai Vadadai!, 
narrative projects, London (2015).

Jennifer Teets
Jennifer Teets is a curator, writer, researcher and  occasional 
performer. Her research and writing combines inquiry, 
 science studies, philosophy, and ficto-critique, and performs 
as an interrogative springboard for her curatorial practice. 

She co-founded and currently directs The World in Which 
We Occur, a research-based entity that explores themes 
concerned with artistic inquiry, philosophy of science, and 
ecology that premiered at the XII Baltic Triennial in  Vilnius 
and Riga (2015) and since has held editions in Lisbon (2016), 
Prague (2016), and Nottingham (2019). TWWWO currently 
hosts Matter in Flux, an online monthly study group with 
participants and guest thinkers from different fields across 
the world. Together with artist/philosopher Lorenzo 
Cirrincione (2014-onwards), she curates Elusive Earths, an 
 ongoing in situ work, process, and dialogue that looks to 
the elusiveness of rare clays, soils, and earths with forgotten 
origins. Recent exhibitions and talks include: 4th Istanbul 
Design Biennial (2018), Documenta14 (2017), Parallel Oaxaca 
(2016), Etablissement d’en face (2014), amongst others.

Deepak Unnikrishnan
Deepak Unnikrishnan is a writer from Abu Dhabi. 
His book Temporary People, a work of fiction about Gulf 
narratives steeped in Malayalam and South Asian lingo, 
won the inaugural Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant 
Writing, the Hindu Prize and the Moore Prize. He teaches 
at NYU Abu Dhabi.

Lantian Xie
Lantian Xie makes images, objects, stories, jazz bands, 
motorcycles, books, and parties.


